
OSHA has a construction standard for Confined Spaces (29 CFR 1926 Subpart AA). The standard went into effect on August 3, 
2015. This standard is designed to protect construction workers when entering confined spaces to perform maintenance, repairs 
or during the actual construction of a confined space. Find more at www.osha.gov and search “confined spaces in construction”. 

Definition of a Confined Space
• Any space that is large enough for a worker to enter it.
• Any space that has limited means of entry or exit.
• Any space that is not designed for continuous occupancy.

Permit–Required Confined Space
A space is considered a permit-required confined space if it includes any of the following:
 • Hazardous atmosphere
 • Potential for engulfment or suffocation
 • A layout that might trap a worker through converging walls or a sloped floor
 • Any other potential serious safety or health hazard

Safe Entry Requirements
• Before workers can enter a confined space, employers must provide pre-entry planning that includes having a competent  
 person evaluate the work site for the presence of confined spaces.
• Permits must be acquired as needed.
• If the space is classified as a permit-required confined space, identify the means of entry and exit, proper ventilation   
 methods and how to eliminate or control all potential hazards in the space.
• Determine rescue procedures and equipment needed in the event of an emergency.
• Before workers may enter, ensure that the air in the confined space is tested for oxygen levels, flammable and toxic   
 substances and hazardous atmospheres.
• If the air is not safe for workers, ventilate or use whatever controls or protections are necessary so that employees can 
 safely work in the space.

Ongoing Practices
• After pre-entry planning, employers must ensure that the space is monitored for hazards, especially atmospheric hazards.
• Effective communication is important because there can be multiple contractors operating on a site, each with its own 
 workers needing to enter the confined space.
• Attendants outside confined spaces must make sure that unauthorized workers do not enter.
• Rescue attempts by untrained personnel can lead to multiple deaths.

Additional Information
• OSHA recently published a compliance guide book to assist construction companies with the new confined space requirements.  
 It is available at www.osha.gov. Search “confined spaces in construction”.
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