
Masonry workers are at particular risk of injury from falling objects, falls from scaffolds or ladders, chemical exposure from
concrete, accidents involving rebar, lifting heavy objects and a whole host of workplace-related injuries. Given the potential 
risks to employees and a company’s bottom line, taking steps to ensure that all employees have a safe work environment is 
essential. This task becomes even more difficult when work sites and work crews change with each project. These risks can 
be overcome with a comprehensive safety program that includes education and training to build smart, accident-free work sites.

Scaffolding
• All Scaffolding must be used in accordance with OSHA Standards Subpart L 1926.450.

• Use only manufactured scaffolding systems and components and inspect each component for damage before assembly.

• A competent person must oversee erection and dismantlement of scaffolding. Inspection of scaffolding systems must be done  

 prior to use.

• Ensure that scaffolding is level and plumb.

• Install baseplates and mudsills at the base of each frame post.

• Use leveling jacks to ensure scaffolding remains level on uneven surfaces.

• Install cross braces on each side of each scaffold buck.

• Use only scaffold grade planking, meeting OSHA requirements, for work platform decking and inspect scaffold boards prior to  

 installing.

• Fully deck work platforms between the uprights and ensure that scaffold planks overhang each end frame at least 6 inches, but  

 no more than 12 inches.

• Work platforms must be at least 18 inches wide.

• When the working platform is 10 feet or  more above the ground level, fall protection guardrails must be in place on all sides  

 of the working platform.

• Ladders cannot be used to increase the working level height of employees on a scaffold platform.

• Do not overload the scaffold. Each scaffold must support it’s own weight plus 4x the intended load of materials and personnel.

• Each scaffold, 2 feet or more above ground level, must have a safe means of access provided. Ladders or stairway systems  

 must be provided unless ladder access frames are used.

• Barricade the areas beneath the scaffold to prevent ground personnel from accessing the area where objects could fall.

• Keep scaffolding back a minimum of 10 feet from power lines.

Electrical Tools
• Inspect each hand tool for damage to ensure it is in proper working condition.

• Make sure the ground pin is in place on the plug, unless the tool is double insulated.

• If a cord is cut, frayed or damaged immediately take the tool out of service and have a qualified electrician repair or tag the  

 tool “Do Not Use”.

• Make sure your power source is protected by a GFCI receptacle.

• Visually inspect all extension cords for damage and ensure that the ground pin is in place.

• Route cords so that they are not exposed to damage and keep them out of water.
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Ladders
• Inspect each ladder before use to ensure it is in good condition.

• Ladders having bent or damaged rungs, split side rails or damaged feet should be taken out of service and tagged “Do Not Use”.

• Extension ladders must be set up having a 4:1 ratio from the face of the work. Extension ladders must be extended 36 inches  

 above the upper landing and secured at the top to prevent displacement.

• Use step ladders only on level surfaces.

• Fully open the stepladder and lock down the spreader bars.

• Do not stand on the top two steps of a step ladder.

• When climbing ladders, maintain 3 points of contact.

• Use the correct ladder for the job. Ensure that the ladder is rated for the weight of the worker and their tools.

Masonry Saws
• Inspect saws for defects or damage prior to use.

• Ensure that blades are sharp and in good condition.

• Check to make sure the blade is properly tightened on to the saw.

• Be sure that the blade guards are in place and functioning properly.

• Electric saws must have GFCI protected 120 volt outlets.

• When cutting masonry products, use wet cutting methods to reduce the production of harmful silica dust. Cut only in open,  

 well ventilated areas, preferably outside of the building.

• Wear proper personal protective equipment, (i.e. safety glasses, face shield, gloves, hard hat and a NIOSH N-95 filtering face  

 piece respirator).

Mixers
• Ensure that mixing machinery is properly set up on level ground.

• Keep the vat guard closed and in position when the machine is running.

• Never reach into the vat while the mixer is running or energized.

• Wear your safety glasses and NIOSH N-95 filtering face piece respirator when adding mix and sand to the vat.

• Ensure that Safety Data Sheets (SDS) are available on site for the cement mix and chemicals being used.

• Shut off gasoline powered mixing machines when refueling.

• Use only DOT approved fuel cans that are properly labeled.
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Material Handling
• Forklifts may only be operated by properly trained and certified employees.

• Forklift Operators must wear their seat belts at all times while running the equipment.

• Each forklift must have a functioning audible reverse signal alarm.

• Wheelbarrows must be in good condition with sturdy solid handles and properly inflated tires.

• Know your limitations. Do not attempt to move a wheelbarrow loaded beyond what you are capable of handling safely.

• When moving block or brick by hand, use proper lifting and carrying techniques.

• Hand tools must be in good condition with smooth sturdy handles having no cracks or splinters.

OSHA’s Crystalline Silica Standard
The standard requires employers to limit worker exposures to respirable crystalline silica and to take other steps to protect 

workers. For more information, refer to the “Concrete Safety” Construction Safety section or www.osha.gov/silica. In brief, 

some of the standards require employers to:

• Reduce the permissible exposure limit (PEL) for respirable crystalline silica, to 50 micrograms per cubic meter of air,   

 averaged over an 8-hour shift.

• Use engineering controls (such as water or ventilation) to limit worker exposure to the PEL. Provide respirators when  

 engineering controls cannot adequately limit exposure and limit worker access to high exposure areas.

• Establish and implement a written exposure control plan that identifies tasks that involve exposure and methods used to  

 protect workers, including procedures to restrict access to work areas where high exposures may occur.

• Designate a competent person to implement the written exposure control plan.

• Restrict housekeeping practices that expose workers to silica where feasible alternatives are available.

• Offer medical exams—including chest X-rays and lung function tests—every three years for workers who are required by  

 the standard to wear a respirator for 30 or more days per year. The construction standard does not apply where exposures  

 will remain low under any foreseeable conditions; for example, when only performing tasks such as mixing mortar, pouring  

 concrete footers, slab foundations, foundation walls and removing concrete form work.

• Train workers about which operations can result in silica exposure and ways to limit exposure.

• Keep records of workers’ silica exposure and medical exams.

Housekeeping
• Conduct daily cleanup operations of work areas.

• Keep travel and work areas clear of materials and debris.

• Properly store materials in accessible locations throughout the job site.

• Keep scaffold platforms clear of debris.

• Install proper protective caps on vertical rebar.
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